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. A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 7-75 is/are pending in the application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to a letter for a patent filed November 23, 2003 in which claims 1-15 
were presented for examination. Claims 1-15 are pending. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 03/08/2004 is in compliance 
with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is 
being considered by the examiner. A copy of PTO-1449 is attached. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-5 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Guilford et al. (US PG Pub. 2002/0087674). 

As per claim 1, Guilford et al. discloses a method of providing communications 
services, comprising the steps of: 

receiving a request for communications service, the request for communications 
service originating from a client communications device and communicated to a service 
provider of a communications network (paragraph [0017], ; 

dynamically ascertaining a preferred scenario of segmentation, dispersion, and 
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assemblage of electronic data to fulfill the request ([0028],[0045],[0063]-[0064]); and 
billing for the communications service (paragraph [0100]). 

As per claim 2, Guilford et al. discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises utilizing another 
communications network of another service provider (paragraph [0063]). 

As per claim 3, Guilford et al. discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises dynamically negotiating 
amongst other service providers to fulfill the request for communications service 
(paragraphs [0013],[0021],[0055]). 

As per claim 4, Guilford et al. discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises accessing a segmentation 
profile stored in memory, the segmentation profile containing preferences for preferring 
one service provider to another service provider (paragraphs [0021]-[0023]). 

As per claim 5, Guilford et al. discloses a method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises accessing a segmentation 
profile stored in memory, the segmentation profile containing preferences for preferring 
one communications network to another communications network (paragraphs [0021]- 
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[0023]). 

As per claim 15, Guilford et al. discloses a computer program product, 
comprising: 

a computer-readable medium (paragraph [0023], [0082]-[0083]); 

and an Analysis Module stored on the computer-readable medium, the Analysis 
Module receiving a request for communications service, the request for communications 
service originating from a client communications device and communicated to a service 
provider of a communications network, the Analysis Module dynamically ascertaining a 
preferred scenario of segmentation, dispersion, and assemblage of electronic data to 
fulfill the request, and the Analysis Module billing for the communications service 
(paragraph [0023], [0082]-[0083]). 



Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Guilford et al. (US PG Pub. 2002/0087674). 
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As per claims 6-7, Guilford et al. do not expressly disclose a method according to 
claim 1 , wherein the step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises preferring a 
highest-rated service provider to provide the communications service; and wherein the 
step of ascertaining the preferred scenario comprises preferring a highest-rated 
communications network to provide the communications service. 

However, it is old and well known in the business art to select a service provider 
and/or communications network based on the rating of the service provider. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Guilford et al. to include the 
feature of selecting a service provider and a communications network based on the 
rating. 

As per claims 8-10, Guilford et al. do not expressly disclose a the step of 
aggregating billing charges between multiple service providers of multiple 
communications networks; the step of presenting a single billing statement, the single 
billing statement aggregating billing charges from another service provider of another 
communications network; and the step of presenting multiple billing statements from 
multiple service providers of multiple communications networks. 

However, it is old and well known in the business art to aggregate billing charges 
and providing users of a communications service with single billing statements and 
multiple billing statements. 
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As per claims 11-14, Guilford et al. do not expressly disclose a the step of billing 
a credit card for the communications service; the step of accessing a segmentation 
profile stored in memory, the segmentation profile containing preferences for billing for 
the communications service; and accessing a segmentation profile stored in memory, 
the segmentation profile containing preferences for presenting billing charges from 
another service provider of another communications network.; and the step of accessing 
a Service Level Agreement stored in memory, the Service Level Agreement defining 
preferences for billing for the communications service. 

However, it is old and well known in the business art to provide users of 
communications services the flexibility of selecting a billing preference, such as, credit 
card/debit card or billing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the invention of Guilford et al. to include the 
feature of billing preferences to provide the users with the convenience of selecting how 
they want to be billed. 

Conclusion 

3. The examiner has cited prior art of interest, for example: 

1) Daniels (US Patent Number 6,285,871), which discloses a cellular fraud 
prevention using selective roaming. 

2) Engelhart (US Patent Number 6,934,530), which discloses a virtual subscriber 
network. 
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3) Hanson (US Patent Number 6,516,194), which discloses a system for 
controlling and monitoring a wireless roaming call. 

4) Malackowski et al. (US Patent Number 5,752,186), which disclose an access 
free wireless telephony fulfillment service system. 

5) Pezutti (US PG Pub. 2004/0249927), which discloses an intelligent network 
providing network access services (INP-NAS). 

6) Tiedemann, Jr. et al. (US Patent Number 5,862,471), which disclose a method 
and apparatus for providing roaming indication with charge information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Freda A. Nelson whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7076. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 9:00am -5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




